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Mission

• Identify traffic safety problems
• Foster research that seeks solutions
• Disseminate information and 

educational resources

Saving Lives through Research and Education



RESEARCH PLANS



Public Health Crisis
• The disease of mobility
• Over 40,000 traffic deaths 

annually
• $300 billion socio-economic costs



One death is unacceptable….

One death every thirteen minutes 
is an outrage



Safety is our number one priority! 
….or is it?
• 2% of Highway Trust Fund monies are 

spent on safety
• 5% of Federal R&D on safety

– 53% HSIP monies obligated
• ??% of Stimulus Package

• Just now completing a Highway Safety 
manual



• Internationally – FIAF’s Make Roads 
Safe Campaign Goal:

• 10% of highway investments dedicated for 
safety

• In the United States: ??



Rural Roads – 2007 

• 57% highway deaths
• Fatality rate 2.5 times than for urban areas

And yet…...
Longstanding under-investment in rural 

safety



Rural Road Safety

• Only 25% HRPP obligated

• State-County collaboration varied, often 
ineffective

• If we can afford a SRTS coordinator….



Safer drivers, in safer cars, 
on safer roads

4 E’s – Engineering
Education 
Enforcement
EMS

4 C’s – Commitment
Collaboration
Communication
Culture



Safety Culture

• Motorists

• Stakeholders

• National, regional, organizational
Rural vs Urban 



• What is it?

• How can we measure it?

• How can we change it?



• Culture of 
complacency

• Prevailing attitude:
“Do as I say, not as 
I do.”

Key Findings



• Increase dialogue
• Get more organizations and 

individuals “engaged”
• And, at a minimum….
Identify knowledge gaps
Create a vision of how we can change 

culture
What are the critical next steps

Summit Goals



Secretary of 
Commerce Herbert 
Hoover convened 
the First National 
Conference on 
Street and Highway 
Safety on 
December 15-16, 
1924 in 
Washington, DC



Suggested Resolution:

“President Obama should convene a White 
House Conference (National Summit) on 
Highway Safety to develop a national 
highway safety plan that could lead to an 
enhanced traffic safety culture throughout 
the country.”



•For  more information, go to:
•AAAFoundation.org
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