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USMP Rating Form -
Site Information

Getting Started
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Management Area

• Utilize Existing / Develop Agency 
Approach
• NPS – Four letter code (i.e. YELL, 

GLAC, GRSM, etc.)
• USFS – National Forest  (GPNF - Gifford-Pinchot, CTNF - Caribou-

Targhee, etc.)
• Corps of Engineers – Location - Facility (NWP-Columbia-Bonneville)
• Bureau of Land Management – Region – District Office (OR/WA –

Vale)
• DOTs – Region/District
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Road/Trail Number

• Utilize Existing Agency 
Designations
• Corridors
• Highway Numbers
• Route Name
• Etc.
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Road/Trail Classification

• Utilize Existing Agency 
Classification Approach that
correspond to management
approach
• Maintenance level (USFS)
• Main or high traffic routes (NPS)
• Functional classification (DOTs)
• Sole access routes
• Critical access routes, tied to PFMs

(Corps)
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Unstable Slope Location
• Beginning Mile Marker & Lat/Long

• Where the unstable slope starts
• Lower of the two mile markers 

(rater may be accessing from
opposite direction of mile post increase)

• When there is no post, opt for offset from intersection
• When all else fails, lat/long will serve as location information

• Ending Marker & Lat/Long
• Where feature ends, in same format as beginning

• Side
• Left, Right for roads with mile markers
• Cardinal direction for those routes/trails without  markers
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Rating & Rater Information

• Date of rating

• Who performed the rating

• Weather during the rating
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Hazard - Rockfall 

• Discontinuity controlled failures 
• Planar 
• Wedge 
• Toppling

• Differential erosion controlled failures
• Raveling/Undermining
• Differential Erosion
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Hazard - Landslide 

• Where is the slide located, relative
to the road?
• Above, below, or through? 

• Type of slide – best judgement (most are not textbook 
examples…)
• Translational, Rotational, Shallow Slump, Erosional Failure, Debris 

Flow
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Rating Data - AADT

• Average Annual Daily Traffic
• Check for Agency Data 

Sources
• NPS 

• Visitor Use Statistics -
https://irma.nps.gov/Stats/ 

• FS
• District/Forest Engineer may 

have statistics

• DOTs
• Annual Traffic counts collected –

typically in GIS format
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Rating Data - Length

• Measured as the length of the road
or trail adjacent and exposed 
to the hazard

• Equipment:
• Laser Rangefinder or roller tape 

6/23/2017 Not for Distribution, for Personal Use by Attendee Only 31



6/23/2017 Not for Distribution, for Personal Use by Attendee Only 32



6/23/2017 Not for Distribution, for Personal Use by Attendee Only 33



6/23/2017 Not for Distribution, for Personal Use by Attendee Only 34



Rating Data - Height

• Rock Slopes 
• Measured as the vertical 

height

• Soil Slopes
• Axial length of the slide
• Actual reconnaissance to 

find the slide toe is ideal

• Equipment
• Laser Rangefinder or 

clinometer and tape
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Information Data – Angle

• Slopes 
• Average or 

representative angle

• Equipment
• Laser Rangefinder or 

clinometer
67°

35°
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Rating Data – Sight 
Distance
• Travel distance from a height of 

3.5’ above the road to first see a 
2’ object.
• Keep safety in mind!
• Be practical

• Intends to determine ability to 
see and respond to a object in 
the road (rock, slide, road is 
gone, etc.)

• Equipment
• Laser rangefinder or roller tape
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Rating Data – Road/Trail
Width
• Drivable width of 

pavement – minimum in 
the segment
• Paved shoulders, 

turnouts included
• Be practical

• Navigable width of the 
trail w/o safety threat

• Equipment
• Laser rangefinder 

or roller tape
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Rating Data – Speed Limit

• Speed limit of the 
roadway, including 
advisory speeds on 
curves
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Information Data – Ditch
Parameters
• Width, Depth, Foreslope Angle

• Rock slopes
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Rating Data – Rock Block
Size and/or Volume
• Individual Maximum Block Size

• Based on observed blocks, history, 
or reasonably large blocks 
observed on slope that would reach 
the road intact
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Rating Data – Rock Block
Size and/or Volume
• Rockfall Event Volume

• Based on observed event
accumulations, history, or 
reasonable mass of rock (not total 
ditch volume)

6/23/2017 Not for Distribution, for Personal Use by Attendee Only 44



Rating Data – Annual Rain

• Annual Average Rainfall
• Don’t neglect rain shadows, higher 

precip in higher elevations.

95”

39”
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Information Data – Sole
Access Route
• Are detours available in the event

of road closure?
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X
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Information Data –
Mitigation Present?
• Are mitigation measures present?

• Rock slopes: improved ditches, mesh,
bolts, flexible rockfall barriers, etc.
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Information Data –
Mitigation Present?

• Are mitigation measures present?
• Soil Slopes: Deep patches w/geosynth,

anchoring systems, walls, drainage, etc.?
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Information Data - Photos 
& Comments
• Note your range of photos for 

that site from camera’s image 
preview screen

• Note comments, brief site 
narrative, other specifics to 
expand on site detials
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