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What is the Public Lands Transportation Fellows (PLTF) Program? 
The Public Lands Transportation Fellows program provides public lands with transportation 
professionals for six to 12 months who assist in transportation planning and implementation to 
help public lands reduce traffi  c, congestion and pollution while improving visitor experiences. 
These programs are designed to place individuals with substantial knowledge and expertise in 
transportation planning and related areas. See footer for a list of sponsors.

Valle de Oro: First Urban Wildlife Refuge in the Southwest Existing Conditions: Missing Last Mile Connections
• Established in 2012
• 570 acres in the South Valley of Albuquerque, 
New Mexico

• 7 miles south of downtown Albuquerque 
• Previously the Price Dairy, Valley Gold Farms 
• Established through a collaboration between 
neighbors, partner organizations, and governing 
agencies

• Valle de Oro (VdO) visitor center and wetland 
habitats are currently under construction

Challenges
• Refuge is surrounded by 
heavy industrial use

• Limited public 
transportation access in 
unincorporated Bernalillo 
County area, including 
the Mountain View 
Neighborhood

• Need for better last 
mile connections 
between VdO and 
existing transportation 
infrastructure

Opportunities
• 45% of New Mexican 
residents can access 
VdO in a 30 min. drive

• Strong grassroots 
involvement 
with surrounding 
communities ensures 
inclusion and equitable 
practices 

• Provides opportunities 
for Albuquerque area 
and neighbors to 
experience wildlife

Bus, Bike, Rail, and Trail:  Providing Access For All Bus, Bike, Rail, and Trail: Providing Access For All

Partners and Stakeholders

• Challenge: No bike path connection from VdO 
to Rio Bravo Blvd. South diversion channel 
blocks connection to Paseo Del Bosque Trail.

• Funding was secured to re-engineer roadway 
and install native landscaping along the 2nd

Street corridor.
• 2nd street path ends at the connection to the 
Chris Chavez Trail and South Diversion Trail.

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO,
NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI,
Esri China (Hong Kong), (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User
Community

±0 1 20.5
Miles

Legend

FLAP1

FLAP2

Bike Blvd

Bike Crossing

Bike Lane

Bike Route

Mtn Bike Trail

Multi Use Trail

Wide Road

VALLE DE 
ORO NWR

Biking Infrastructure

• Challenges: Connecting to the Four Acre site 
and using site to connect to the Rail Runner.

• The Rail Runner Express serves the Middle Rio 
Grande corridor from Belen to Santa Fe.

• Currently, there’s a stop at Rio Bravo and 2nd

Street, serving the South Valley. This stop is 4 
miles away from the Refuge.

• The Refuge has an unused four acre property 
to the east which may be used to access the 
Rail Runner.
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Rail Runner Connection

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS,
FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan,
METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User
Community
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• Challenge: Establishing a trail network that 
equally provides access for all user groups.

• Currently, Refuge trails are farm roads which 
act as the primary interior access network in 
the refuge.

• The public has driving access to these roads 
but may be restricted once visitor center is 
completed.

• The El Camino Trail is the only non-vehicle 
access trail currently on the Refuge. 

Trail Network

Other Transportation Improvement Projects

Trail Network Planning Strategies

Quiet Crossing Electric Vehicle ChargersRefuge Signage

Trail Management 
• Determine user groups for trails 
• Determine long-term maintenance needs for each trail
• Consider driving access for the public on the perimeter trail 
• Determine access points to trails for neighbors

Trail Design
• Accommodate user groups through trail design 
• Plan placement of amenities throughout network including 
signage, benches, shade structures, blinds, and more 

• Determine surfacing materials based on user groups
• Provide cost estimates for trail construction
• Collaborate with biologist to create buff er zones to protect 
wildlife and habitat

• Replace missing signage: 
roadway adoption signs, 
speed limit signs, wildlife 
crossing signs, wayfi nding

• Research highway signage 
procedure with NMDOT 
to assist wayfi nding on 
Interstate 25

• Collaborate with Bernalillo 
County to establish fi rst 
Electric Vehicle (EV) 
Chargers in the South Valley 
at the VdO visitor center and 
Rio Bravo Rail Runner station

• Trains sound their horns at all 
hours, disturbing neighbors

• Improvements made to local 
rail crossings allow for quiet 
crossing designation

• Work with NMDOT and 
Bernalillo County to designate 
quiet crossings

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS,
FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan,
METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User
Community
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Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS,
FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan,
METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User
Community
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No Vehicle Ownership
Based on vehicle 
ownership, there is a 
need for alternative 
transportation options 
in the South Valley 
and Mountain View.

People of Color 
The South Valley 
has the highest 
concentration of 
people of color in 
Bernalillo County.

Valle de Oro within the context of the Greater Albuquerque area and Bernalillo County.

Bernalillo County zoning near Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge.

FLAP improvements to 2nd Street in front of VdO. 
Source: Begay, N. 

A section of 2nd Street where improvements are not 
completed. Image: Google Maps

Bike infrastructure near Valle de Oro NWR. FLAP 1 
only extends partially up 2nd street. 

Connect to Albuquerque Bike Network
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Extend 2nd Street Improvements North
• Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP) 
funding was secured to extend FLAP 
I bike path from Prosperity Ave to Rio 
Bravo Blvd (FLAP II). 

Extend the Paseo del Bosque Trail
• A pedestrian bridge is also in the scope 
of work for FLAP II to extend the Paseo 
del Bosque trail south to the Refuge. 

• Trail improvements will connect VdO to 
the larger Albuquerque biking network.

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO,
NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI,
Esri China (Hong Kong), (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User
Community
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Left: Location for the South Diversion Channel pedestrian bridge. Right: Extension of bike path and pedestrian bridge location.

UNM Rail Runner Station Feasibility Study and Bike Share

2ND STREET, REFUGE (LEFT) AND RAILROAD 

FOUR ACRE LOT FACING EAST

FOUR ACRE LOT FACING SOUTH

RIO BRAVO RAIL RUNNER STATION

Collaboration with UNM 
• University of New Mexico School of 
Architecture and Planning will conduct 
a studio to determine best use for Four 
Acre site and Rail Runner connection.

• Will seek community input and propose 
short-term and long-term use. 

• Provide connection proposals between 
Four Acre site and Refuge. 

Bike Share to Rio Bravo Rail Runner 
Station 
• Seek bike share stations at Rail Runner 
station and Refuge Visitor Center.Location of Four Acre site allows VdO to access the 

railroad for a potential Rail Runner station.

Rio Bravo Rail Runner Station. Source: Begay, N. 

Bike Share station in downtown Albuquerque. Source: Begay, N. 

Crossing at Desert Rd meets the requirements for a quiet crossing. 
Crossing at Prosperity Ave still need improvements. Source: Begay, N. 

Old roadway adoption sign. 
Source: Begay, N. 

New roadway adoption sign.
Source: Begay, N.

EV Chargers at Petroglyph National Monument. Source: NPS

Trail network plan with existing and proposed trails.

Ride the Bus to VdO
• To bring bus service to VdO, there are two options to 
consider: 

1. Extend the closest bus line to the Refuge
2. Establish another bus line to service the Refuge

• Both options would require another bus to serve the 
new line. 

• Funding for the bus will be pursued through Capital 
Outlay funding through the New Mexico Legislature. 

• A natural gas bus is preferred to reduce air pollution in 
the neighborhood. 

• New bus line will serve VdO and communities in the 
South Valley.

ABQ Rapid Ride bus. Source: City of Albuquerque

ABQ RIDE buses powered by natural gas. Source: UNM

The Rio Grande provides 
essential natural 
space, recreation, and 
biodiversity to the city and 
region.

Rio Grande

Cottonwood forests of the Bosque, Source: Begay, N.

VdO is bordered by 
industrial development, 
but the Refuge provides 
new opportunities for 
urban residents to 
experience wildlife. 

Industrial Development

Industry to the east of VdO. Source: USFWS

Surrounded by 
agricultural, residential, 
industrial, and open 
space, the Refuge 
navigates a complex land 
use context.

Valle de Oro NWR

Sandhill Cranes at VdO. Source: USFWS

• Challenge: Bus stops are over 1.5 miles away 
with no place for buses to turn around on 2nd St.

• Route 51 is the closest line to the Refuge and
one of the longest ABQ Ride lines.

• Currently, both bus stops are over 1.5 miles 
away from the Refuge (in front of the Mountain 
View Community Center and near Joy Junction, 
a family homeless shelter).

Bus Connectivity

Bus stop at 2nd St and Prosperity Ave, near 
Joy Junction.

Bus stop on Prosperity Ave in front of Mountain 
View Community Center.

Closest bus stops are over 1.5 miles away from the Refuge. 

 Four Acre Site
Source: Begay, N. 

Shade Structures at Four 
Acre Site. Source: Begay, N. 

El Camino Trail 
Source: Begay, N. 

El Camino Trail
Source: Begay, N. 

Perimeter Trail 
Source: Begay, N. Current map of Valle de Oro NWR  Source: USFWSOverview of Rail Runner and Four Acre Site Aerial view of Four Acre Site


