
2019-2020 Public Lands Transportation 
Fellows Program

Presented by: Nate Begay and Jennifer Owen-White, Valle de 
Oro NWR



Webinar logistics

• Duration is 1:00 - 2:30 PM Eastern
• Webinar – recorded and archived.  For quality of 

recording, phone will be muted during presentation
• If listening on the phone, please mute your computer
• To maximize the presentation on your screen click the 

4 arrows in the top right of the presentation
• At the end there will be time for Q&A
• There is a handout pod at the bottom of the screen



Today’s Presenters

Jennifer Owen-White
Refuge Manager

Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge (NWR)

Nate Begay
Public Lands Transportation Fellow (PLTF)

Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge 
(NWR)



Goal of this Webinar

To document and archive the work completed by the PLTF 
at the Valle de Oro NWR from 2019-2020, including his 
lessons learned and tips and tricks for applying these to 
other USFWS units.



Audience for this Webinar

• Today:
– Educate unit, regional, and headquarters staff for public lands 

agencies on what a Fellow in the program can accomplish.

• Future: 
– Intended as a training for future classes of PLTF and will be 

used at orientation.



Agenda

1. Introduction by Refuge 
Manager

2. Introduction by the 
Fellow 

3. PLTF Projects
4. Lessons Learned for 

Future Fellows 
5. General Suggestion
6. Q & A



Valle de Oro 
National Wildlife Refuge



Land Acknowledgement



Safe Place Policy

• At Valle de Oro NWR, we have a non-
discrimination and Zero Tolerance Policy- a 
Safe Place Policy- at the refuge, where our 
tagline is “Growing a safe and healthy 
environment for wildlife and people.”
– Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge strives to 

create and foster an inclusive experience for all 
visitors, volunteers, interns, partners, and 
employees. We wish for the refuge to be a safe 
and healthy environment for wildlife and 
people.





Future of Valle de Oro NWR
Goals and Visions



Introduction

Name: Nate Begay
Primary Refuge: Valle de Oro NWR
Start Date: September 3, 2019
Place of Birth: Gallup, NM 
Educational Background: M.C.R.P. and 
B.A. in Environmental Planning and 
Design, University of New Mexico
Academic Focus: 
Physical planning and design,  historic 
preservation, cultural planning and 
community development
Fun Fact: Nate’s favorite past times are 
drawing murals and napping outside 



Valle de Oro NWR- Context and landscape



Fellow’s Projects

• Bus Service
• Shuttle Service
• Rail Runner Express Connection
• Trail Network Design 
• Outdoor Classroom 
• Refuge Access Plan 
• FLAP I landscaping 

Improvements

• FLAP II 2nd street improvements
• Electric Vehicle public Charging 

Station
• Signage and Wayfinding
• Refuge map
• Bike Share
• Quiet Crossing
• Art and Design Projects 



Bus Service

• Needs: 
– Funding for bus vehicle
– Funding for operations and 

maintenance 
– Bus shelters and signage  



Bus Service
• Solution

– Advocate for Capital Outlay funding 
from the state

– Partner with ABQ Ride and Bernalillo 
County for O&M 

– Partner with community organizations

• Capital Outlay 
– State funds for capital improvements 
– Work with State Representative and 

County representatives 

• Outcomes and Next Steps 



Trail Network Design

• Currently, the trail network 
consists of farm roads

• Looking to convert trail 
network to align with 

• Elements of Trail Design: 
• Trail alignment 
• Surfacing 
• Accessibility
• Amenities
• Signage and Wayfinding



Trail Network Design
• Planning for the future of 

the trail network
– Create a trail amenities plan 
– Create initial trail cost 

estimates 
– Create ABA standards 

checklist and example guide 



Rail Runner Express Connection and the 
University of New Mexico 



Rail Runner Express Connection and the 
University of New Mexico 



Outdoor Classroom

• Educational space at the west side of 
the refuge.

• Will also function as  formal trailhead 
and entrance to/from the Bosque



• Various iterations 
of design, 
focusing on 
parking lot 
alignment with 
perimeter trail

• Settle on Plan D 
which will provide 
sufficient parking 
and flow for 
school buses 
while minimizing 
space needed for 
parking



Refuge Access Plan



Bike Share



Signs and Wayfinding
Previous Friends Roadway 

Sponsorship sign
Current Friends Roadway 

Sponsorship sign



Refuge Map
Previous Refuge Sign Current Refuge Sign



Art and Design



Lessons Learned

• Your partners are your greatest asset 
• Play within your strengths but don’t be afraid to do things you 

aren’t as comfortable with 
• Flexibility is key 

– There is more than one way to get things done 
– Some things are out of your control, do what you can 



General Suggestions
• Reach out to partners new and old for help and inspiration
• Explore your surrounding area and see what makes it unique
• Take every opportunity to work alongside your fellow Refuge staff 

and get to know them  
• Be honest and upfront with your project partnerships if things 

aren’t going the direction you need them to
• Follow-up!
• Take the opportunity to pursue projects that you enjoy and have 

fun!



Thank you
Including, but not limited to:

• Jennifer Owen-White, Katie McVey, Ariel Elliott, Teresa Skiba, 
Hannah Redwood, Toby Valdez-, Joe Mackey, Melanie 

• Aryn LaBrake and Dave Barber and the rest of The Friends of VdO
• Natalie Villwock-Witte, Jaime Sullivan and the rest of the WTI staff 
• Planning staff and representatives of Bernalillo County, the City of 

Albuquerque, and Mid-Region Council of Governments 
• Transportation Fellows Vince Ziols and Naomi Fireman 
• Mountain View Community 



Resources

• Webinar: Creating Equitable Transportation Access to 
Urban Wildlife Refuges

• United States Access Board: Outdoor Developed Areas
• Best Practices for Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment 

Installations in the National Parks

https://nctc.fws.gov/topic/online-training/webinars/urban-wildlife-conservation.html
https://www.access-board.gov/attachments/article/1637/outdoor-guide.pdf
https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy20osti/74806.pdf


Directing your Questions via the Chat Pod



Contact Information
If you have any questions related to this presentation, 
please contact:

Refuge manager at jennifer_owenwhite@fws.gov
or

Fellow at nathanrbegay@gmail.com
Or contact the PLTF Program Manager at:

(774) 571-3505 or jaime.sullivan2@montana.edu
https://westerntransportationinstitute.org/professional-

development/public-lands-transportation-fellows/

mailto:jennifer_owenwhite@fws.gov
mailto:nathanrbegay@gmail.com
mailto:jaime.sullivan2@montana.edu
https://westerntransportationinstitute.org/professional-development/public-lands-transportation-fellows/
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