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Webinar Logistics

0lease stay muted during presentatic
e At the end there will be time for Q&A

* Please feel free to use the chat to ask questions or provide
comments
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Goal of this Webinar
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* PLTF Projects
* Lessons Learned & General Suggestions
c Q&A



- PLTF Program Introduction

Program
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Currently serves USFWS and NPS
Full time, paid fellowship with benefits

12 to 24-month position with the possibility of
extension/promotion

Locations across the U.S. at select National Parks
and National Wildlife Refuges
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~ Our Fellows...

National Parks and National Wildlife Refuges

* Develop transportation solutions that preserve
valuable resources and enhance visitor experience

* Experience work at park/refuge, regional office, N
and national headquarters levels ;

[-'.';-1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

* Work, learn and grow through orientation, Y My
conferences, guest lectures, and mentorship e
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Russell Webb Tommy Egland
Refuge Manager Public Lands Transportation Fellow (PLTF)
Savannah Coastal Refuges Complex Savannah Coastal Refuges Complex
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Introduction
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Start Date: September 28, 2020
Place of Birth: Moscow, Idaho

Educational Background: B.S. Exercise Science
(Pre-Physical Therapy), University of Montana, M.S
Conservation Leadership, Colorado State University

Academic Focus: Partnership Development,
Monitoring and Evaluation, and Strategic Planning

Fun Fact: Had never been to the South or spent
significant time on the East Coast before moving

to Savannah




Urban Refuges

* Wassaw NVWF
* Pinckney Island NWR

UWCP STANDARDS
OF EXCELLENCE

Know and Relate to the
Community

Connect Urban People with
Nature via Stepping Stones

of Engagement

Build Partnerships
Be a Community Asset

Ensure Adequate Long-term

Resources

Provide Equitable Access

Ensure Visitors Feel Safe and

Welcome

Model Sustainability

UWCP Critical
Elements

Community-focused: Prioritize
community needs with long-term
commitments.

Intentional: Adopt community

engagement methods that are

well-informed, purposeful, and
measurable.

Inclusive: Implement equitable
solutions to involve systematically
excluded communities in solving
conservation challenges.

Collaborative: Form long-term
transformational relationships
with community partners and
across Service programs with the
goal of increasing the collective
impacts of conservation efforts.



Fellow’s Projects

— Reruge Access Plan

* Region

— Review St. Marks Design

— Wassaw NWR Bulkhead maintenance

and Wingwall Construction

— Assistance with Refuge Programmatic — Review FLAP application

Areas — Ongoing






Common Terms

e Section 106
e Section /

* Compatibility Determination
* Right-of-Way




US 278 Corridor Improvement

_ Pi.nt:l-mr:y Island
National Wildlife Refuge

— 2016 Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP) application R Y :k\

A\ Hogilsland “h

F
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— 2018, Eastbound Mackay Creek bridge slated for reconstruction

.

g F'f.;JE_ﬁhlnu Island: "«

* Current Progress

— SCDOT National Environmental Protection Act documents
IN review

— Held two public meetings:

e July 21, 2021
* March 3, 2022
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US 278 Corridor Improvement Con't

Impacts to the Pinckney Island NWR

— Substantially improve access
— Right-of-Way adjustments
My Role
— Cross-governmental coordination
— Compatibility Determination prep
Schedule

— ROW acquisition is expected throughout 2023
— Target construction date 2024
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R 25 Corridor Improvement

— Middle River bridge built in 1922, widened in 1953

— Rural Minor Artery
Current Condition

— Houlihan Bridge irregular maintenance closures )
— Significantly hinders regional transportation
— Does not meet current design or USCG standards
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SR 25 Corridor Improvement Con't.

Savannah Crossing Middle River Per Site Easement
Bridge Bridge Expansion Totals (Acres)
Permanent ROW

(Acres) 0.144 0.340 0.484

Temporary ROW
et 0413 0.686 1.099

Combined ROW total 0.557 1.026 1.583

STATE OF GEORGIA
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Refuge Access Plan
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Matthew and Irma

— Emergency Relief for Federally
Owned Roads (ERFO)

* |mportance
— Provides the only public
access to Wassaw NWR
— Asset Protection

* My Role
— Coordination
— Field Inspector
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~ Wassaw NWR Bulkhead Maintenance and Wingwall Construction
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— Expanded wingwalls

— |Increased rip rap

— More appropriate anchors
* Timeline

— Expected completion April 29t
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Headquarters Projects

Doss propossd road/trail pass
throuzh wetland/zrassland

| Approprizteneass Considerstions |

Do easement conditions  allow for
oycling use on the property?

e SharePoint

— Evaluated other IMD sites

— Complied documents to provide
easlier access.
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Does oy cling significantly conflict
with Refuze mission/purposs?

Cycle 4 RIP reports

Legacy
Region 1

Legacy

Region 4

Legacy

Region 7/

Legacy
Region 2

Legacy
Region 5

Legacy
Region 8

Legacy
Region 3

Legacy
Region 6

Would the addition of cycling
interfers with the refuges ability to
prowide wildife-dependant
recreational uses?

Transportation

Observations

Suggestions

Would the addition of cycling
significantly dvertrefuzs

Yes
tl Mot Appropriate I
l Mo
Mo
‘l Mot Appropriate I
l Yas
| Bl . -
i Prescribed burning | * Mot Appropriate
1I, Mo
| Yes i :
| water level management | o Mot Appropriate
1|r Mo
] Yes 1 -
| Imvasive species control | * NOt Appropriats
*Nﬂ ] Yes 1 :
| Scientific monitoring | *| Mot Appropriate
Mo
1 1 Yas I
| Law enforcement I ™ Not Appropriate
1|r Mo
Mol pasintenance of existing | TS i
e # Not Appropriate
1 refuze facilties
Yax I -
» Not Appropriate
lf'-l-::l
Yas N .
*1 Not Appropriats

management resouroes away Trom

already accepted public uses and
management responsibilities?

fe

If determined appropriate, procesd
to ACT SharePoint for further
appropriatensss/compatibilty

guidance and templates

Public Lands Transportation Fellows (PLTF) Program

Etreamlined, just mavbe doezn't have all the
information needed.

Feduce gap between Introdection and
what we Do scections.

Change photo grid to a gallery if possible

Either remove Bridges section due ta lack of
information or, along with the Mational
Zcemic Bywayps zoction, place under
Roads heading

Conzider keeping the Oar Assets drop
dovwen, bBuk hayve different sub sections For
Roads, Trails, Bicycle Roates,
Immorative Tech £ ITS

Add separate RIF and TrlP Sections and
link them ta the individual Boads and Trailz
seckions

Add images of different Trailz and Roads
projects thak have been completed.

FOREST SERV'C‘E

NATIONAL
' PARK
SERVICE

U.5. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT




T NATIONAL
FORES SERV'CE ' PARK

: Western . SERVICE
v TAONTLANLA | Transportation Public Lands Transportation Fellows (PLTF) Program V.. IUJQS S

Ll

‘.'r-'::‘-.,_ : s
"TMENT OF AGRICUY



Regional Rotation

Coordinator role
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Lessons Learned & Suggestions

Jse the Fellowship as an opportunity to explore a variety ot careers In and out ot the rFedera
Government

* Willingly dive into research/policies you never know what you may discover
* Learn from the experiences of others

 Use reflection early and often

* Don’tlet moving hold you back from an opportunity

 Be persistent and spend time building and maintaining relationships
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Thank You

ack Bentley, Dennis Williams, Vic Scott
e Jo Ann Clark

— Headquarters Staff:

* Laura Whorton, Eric Bergey, Nathan Beauchamp, Peter Tomczik

— WTI & Transportation Fellows:

 Natalie Villwock-Witte, Jaime Sullivan, David Kack

* Nathan Begay, Naomi Fireman, Taylor Long, Ella Weber, Pat McMahon, Charlie
Gould, Ma’ayan Dembo
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Resources
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https://pubs. usg_gov/ds/754/SoutheastReglon(R4)/Savannah%ZONWR%ZO-
%20NWR%20visitor%20survey%202012.pdf

 Emergency Relief for Federally Owned Roads - https://highways.dot.gov/federal-
lands/programs/erfo

 Urban Wildlife Refuge Conservation Program Ten-Year Strategic Plan -
https://www.fws.gov/urban/UWCP-Strategic-Plan-FINAL508tested.pdf

* The file cabinet at the Savannah Coastal Refuge Complex Headquarters

MONTANA | transp et
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https://www.fws.gov/policy/603fw2.html
https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/es-library/pdfs/4f_handbook.pdf
https://pubs.usgs.gov/ds/754/SoutheastRegion(R4)/Savannah%20NWR%20-%20NWR%20visitor%20survey%202012.pdf
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs/erfo
https://www.fws.gov/urban/UWCP-Strategic-Plan-FINAL508tested.pdf

Questions:
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Tommy Egland at Thomas egland@fws.gov / tommy.egland@gmail.com

Or contact the PLTF Program Manager at:
(774) 571-3505 or jaime.sullivan2@montana.edu

https://westerntransportationinstitute.org/professional-development/public-lands-

transportation-fellows/
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mailto:Thomas_egland@fws.gov
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